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THIS AGREEMENT made by and between HAROLD S. MILLER

and HAROLD W, STEEPER as Executors of the Last Will and.'l'cstame'nt-

.ol Orville Wright, deceased, hereinafter called the Vendors, Parties of :
the First Part, and THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, berelnafter
called the Vendee, Party of the Second Part, W ITNESSE T H: '
WHEREAS t.herle is included in the residuary estate o!_brvinc
Wright the Wright Aeroplane of 1903, invented and built by Wilbur and
Orville Wright and flown by them at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina on
December 17, 1903, and .

- WHEREAS !It is in the public interest that said plane be pre-
served for all time and made available as a public exhibit in an
appropriate place and under proj:er auspices, and

WHEREAS the Frobate Court of Montgomery County, Chio,
having jnrisdicﬁon over the administration of said estate, after full
hearing in & procecding to which all persons and institutions having any
interest under the will of Orville Wright were parties and had subzmitted
themselves to the jurisdiction of the Court, bas officially found that the
knowr wishes of Orvilie Wright will be carricd ul azd {he hKighest and
best interest of the estate will be served by recognicing the public {n-.
terest and has accordingly authorized and directed the Vendors to enter
into this Agreement,’

NOW, THEREFCRE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH:

‘_._ .. 1. For the consideration hereinzfter set forth the Vendors

agree to sell and do hereby sell to the United States of America, and

agree to deliver to the United States Nutional Museum, Washington, D.C.,

within the current fiscal year ending June 30, 1949, &nd subject to the
terms of this Agreement, the original Wright Aeroplane of 1903,
2. In consideration thereof the Vendee agrees to p2y to the

Vendors the sum of Cne ($1.00) Dollar in cash and to comply with the

following requirements: 2
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/(a) Said acroplane s to be displayed as a public museum
. exhibit in the Metropolitan Area of the United States
National Capital only, and except as hercinafter pro=
vided in paragraph 6:) is to be housed directly facing
. the Maln Entrance in the fore part of the North Hall ;
of the Arts and Industries Bullding of the United States N
National Museum. It shall never be removed from such
public exhibition except as may be Tequired temporarily
for maintepance or protection. g Twg T HE e
(b) If the proper authorities of the Smithsonian Institution
or its successors (acting for the United States of America)
at any time in the futare desire to remove said acroplane
to any other building in the Metropolitan Area of the
national capital, such removal sball be permitted on the
following conditions: g H
1. That the substituted building shall have equal
or better facilities for the protection, mainte~
pance and exhbibition of the aeroplane.
2. That the Wright Aeroplane of 1903 be given 2
place of special bonor and not intermingled
with other aeroplanes of later desiga.

3. That soch building be not a military museum but
be devoted to memorializing the development of
aviation, :

{c) There shall at all times be prominently displayed with
said aeroplane & label in the following form and language:

------------—.---—------------- -------

The Criginal Wright Brothers® Aeroplane
.Tbe World's First Power-Drlven Heavier-tban-Air Machine
in Which Man Made Free, Controlled, and
Sustained Flight
Invented and Built by Wilbur and Orville Wright
Flown by Them at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina
December 17, 1903
By Original Scientific Research the Wright Brothers Discovered

the Principles of Human Flight

I-Illll'lll‘l'lll'll

'As Inventors, Builders and Flyers They Further Developed the Aeroplan

% Taught Man to Fly and Cpened the Era of Aviation

Deposited by the Estate of Orville Wright.

-u—--------------—-------_----_------_-

“The first flight 1asted only twelve seconds, a flight very modest

compared with that of tirds, but it wes pevertheless the firstin the

P

history of the world in which a machine carrying 2 man had raised

-~

s jtself by its own power into the air in free flight, had sailed forward

on a level course without reduction of speed, and had finally landed
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* without be!  wrecked. The second and ti_ 1 flights were &

-

: little longer, and the fourth lasted 59 geconds co;rerlng a dlsh&e of
- 52 feet over the ground againsta 20 mile wind. : ’
] - s - Ty
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% ; ; P Wilbar and Orville Wright
> {From Century Magezine, Yol. 76, September 1908, p. 689,975 o
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(d) . Keither the Su'ﬂthnonbn.lns.tlh'xtlon‘ or !h,.:n.ccenors TN | -
por any museum Or other agency, bureau OF facilities, ad= ~
ministered for the United States of America by the -

Smithsonian Institation or its SUCCES30TS, shall -° i i
publish or permit to be displayed a statement oF label :
in connection with or in respect of any aircraft model et
or design of earlier date than the Wwright Aeroplane g
of 1903, claiming in effect that such aircraft was ’
capable of carrying a moan under its own power in con~ -
trolled flight. ) - . 2

3, The title and right of possession to be trnm{erred by the

Vendors hereunder shall remain vested in the United States of America

cnly so long 2% there shall be no deviation by the Vendee {rom the re-

quirements in the foregoing paragraph, and only &0 long as neither the

Estate of Crville Wright nor any person having 2R jnterest therein is

required to pay and does bea¥ without indemnity 2B estate or inheritance

tax, assessed by the State of Ohio, the United States or 1Y other taxing
suthority, based upon @ valuation of property of the Estate which in-
cludes said seroplane at 2 yalue in excess of One ($1.00) Dollar.”

2, TUpon the fajlure of the Vendee to remedy 3Dy deviation from
the requirements set forth in p&rngraph 2, within twelve months after
written speciﬂcation thereof shall have been given to the Smithsonian
Institution on beball of the United States or Bpon (a) the final assess”
ment of any state of federal inheritance, succession of estate t2x w’_.-r_eby
the Estate of Orville Wright or any person ©F persons having 21 interest
tuerein shall be required to p2y a higher t2x by reason of & valuation of
said aeropbnelfor tax pufposes in excess of Cne ($1.00) Dollat, and (b)
the omission of the United States or others on behalf of the United States
within twelve months of written notice of the final assessment by the
person 3s sessed to provide for the payment thereof by approyriauons or

otherwise, titie o and right of possession of s&id aeroplane shall

automatically revert to the vendors, their successors and assigns.
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5. Inthe event of a termination of title in the United States by

reason of a2 omlssion on the part of the United States 10 provide for the

.

3.
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payment .w tax lusetsmcnt al moresu!v - ‘be United States nbal.l have
an option to repurchase the phne at any tlme ‘within five yenrn of the
tax paymcm by rclmbunlng uw taxpayer in the amount pnid with
lntcren thercon at ﬂx per cem (rom thc dute of paymcnrt Upon thg
exerclse o! sucb oPUQa. thh Agreemcnt ln all of its ten:n:. lhnll
uulcmuﬁcnny again become of tuu Iorce lnd eﬂect. ‘ ,", g

WITNESS the due execution hereo! in duplicate th.h ! day
of _ N M 1943.

- . pe ey B S Sie emerh

//M#)JWZZ/(\ (SEAL)

(smL)

Executor&of the Estate of 7
Orville Wright, deceased .

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

BY ﬁ LU ﬂ.ﬁ:m
Sccretary of the Smithsonian Institution




